

	13. Oktober 2025

Meeting Minutes

	Veranstaltung / Event: 
	JFKS Berlin - Parent Council Meeting

	Datum / Date:
30. September 2025
	Ort / Place: 
Berlin; JFKS
	Zeit / Time :
18.30 – 20.30

	Datum der Einladung / Date of invitation:
25. September 2025
	Agenda:
1. Welcome
2. Approval of Agenda & Discharge of Board
3. Student Council Report
4. Teacher Representatives Report
5. HS report
6. ES report
7. Elections
8. Hort & Committee Reports
9. Parent Initiative on Screen Time
10. AOB & Announcements

	Leitung / Chairperson :
L. von Schweinitz
	Protokoll / Secretary :
A. Kesselhaut, J. Müller
	Anzahl der Teilnehmendes / Number of participants:
205
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	Annexes

	No.
	Summary
	Comments

	1. 
	Welcome
· PCB attending
· L. von Schweinitz, U. Grohé, M. Jerardi (remote), H. Broad, R. Erlbaum, J. Müller, C. de Vivanco
· Introduction and explanation of the procedures for the meeting. 
	

	2. 
	Approval of Agenda
· Approved
· Previous Parent Council Board discharged
	

	3. 
	Student Council report
· New Student Council Reps introduced
	

	4. 
	Teacher Representatives
· New Teacher Reps introduced
· Mrs. R. Godfrey for ES
· Mrs. T. Morales for HS
	

	5. 
	High School Report – E. Hale
· Short brief on overall situation at HS (i.a. 44 new students in grades 7 – 12, average class size 21 students
· Short brief on bilingual concept at HS as well as vision on transformation of new language concept of ES to HS
	

	6. 
	Elementary School Report – A. Ecke
· Short brief on status of new language concept
· Short brief on life skills program
	

	7. 
	Elections of Educational Directorate, Parent Council Board & District Parent Council
Educational Directorate (ED)
· ED Main Reps:
· Mrs. K. Winkler (US) and Mr. U. Grohé (D)
· ED Alternate Reps:
· Mrs. L. Hamann-Prejawa (US) and Mrs. L v. Schweinitz (D)
Parent Council Board (PCB)
· Mrs. L. v. Schweinitz (D) 
· Mr. B. Sun (US)
· Mrs. C. de Vivanco (US) - chairperson
· Mr. J. Müller (D) - chairperson
· Jacqui Bespolka (US)
· Mrs. N. Reggelin (D)
· Mrs. H. Broad (US)
· Mr. H. Kölling-Orb (D)
District Parent Council 
· Main Reps:
· Mrs. N. Latzel
· Mrs. P. Kaiser
· Mr. T. Rudert
· Mrs. S. Moffet-Heyder
· Alternate Reps: 
· Mr. N. Bode
· Mrs. J. Vannett
· Mr. B. Sun
· Mrs. H. Powers-Heaven
	

	8. 
	Additional School & Committee Reports
Hort
· Short brief on security review (no issues)
Educational Directorate (ED)
· Nothing significant to report
· New German Vice Principal: Mrs. C. Senkel
· ES American Vice Principal to be hired next school year (position temporarily filled)
District Parent Council Report
· Overall teacher shortages mostly resolved
· Fewer students leaving due to Gymnasium admissions test
· 11. Grade as compulsory school year: students leaving after grade 10 without educational plan must complete another school year elsewhere
· school inspections paused, will be announced when scheduled
The Verein
Recent Achievements:
· short brief on recent achievements (installation of fans in upper floors & water dispensers) 
	

	9. 
	4th grade Parent initiative on Screen Time at School
· For more info please see attached PPT-file
	


	10. 
	Any other business & announcements
· 2nd Parent Council Meeting SY 25/26: Tue, 2. December 2025.
· Importance of JFKS bulletin emphasized
· Seek for volunteers to reactivate traffic committee
	


[bookmark: bookmark=id.aq9t7qblm9of]

image1.emf
Screentime Survey  Final (send version).pptx


Screentime Survey Final (send version).pptx


4. Klasse Screentime Survey 

Administered to 3rd grade parents in June 2025



- 53 responses 
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Prompting the survey: Anecdotal tales from our 3rd graders

Limited communication coming from the school around these instances











Mr. Bean Fridays



TV in the library during recess



“Device Day” as a reward 



Learning Apps with gamification



YouTube videos for Art instruction



 “Brain Breaks”





Movies 



Internet Access 







Aer Lingus – Public



2





What may be on the horizon 4th grade/ early high school







Smartphones needed for schedules & assignments



Pressure to join WhatsApp groups

Chromebooks & email addresses by 4th or 5thgrade 
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Survey Results


53 respondents
12 questions
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Results Theme 1: 

Desire for Awareness & Consistency 
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Close to half of respondents were unsure how much screentime is used on a regular basis, but 30% think their child is watching screens on a weekly basis in 3 or more classes 





55% of respondents would like to be informed when entertainment screentime happens





64% of respondents would like to see a policy around classroom screentime








Results Theme 2: 

.
The majority of respondents  indicated a desire for change
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43% of parents are concerned/very concerned with the amount of screentime at school





60% of respondents object to teachers showing entertainment materials in class & just 23% support this   





87% of respondents would prefer substitute teachers use screen-free options





87% of respondents disapprove of their children having the option to watch TV during recess





60% of respondents would like to see a reduction in screentime in the upcoming year 







Only 19% of respondents approve of using screentime as a reward in the classroom 








What Are Our Next Steps? 
How Can We Work with the Administration Together On This Topic? 







We Invite Anyone Interested to Join the Conversation: 



Get in touch to join this discussion at JFKParentsMediaAwareness@proton.me



Join the Digital Wellness Initiative led by Jennie Lee (JFK parent + Counselor at Berlin International) on October 7th / 6-8pm online. For more info: jfkparentdigitalwellbeing@gmail.com





QR code for full 4. Klasse results 
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JFK 3. Klasse Media Awareness Survey

My child is:
Mein Kind ist:

53 responses

@ English Mother Tongue /
English Muttersprache
@ German Mother Tongue /

Deutsch Muttersprache
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